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Notes from the President

 April 8, 2010
Convention
Are you having a hard time deciding if you can attend the convention this year?  Don’t worry, you are not alone.  Many of you have been talking to us about time restraints, financial restraints, etc.  Well, we have been listening and have made a decision at this point to shake things up a bit.  The Outdoor Connection Convention scheduled for June 2-6, 2010 is being backed up to May or June of 2011.  Tracey will be sending an e-mail ballot to you soon to vote for your choice of dates in 2011.  We hope this will help you plan now to attend and give you twelve months to make this important event part of your calendar for 2011.
So, what does that mean for this year?  In lieu of the convention, we will be offering a retreat much like we did at Kain’s last year. The Kain’s adventure is something we have done in the past and found to be very enjoyable and effective. It allows us an informal way to get together, enjoy and learn about one of our own OC destinations, and network with the various franchise owners who attend. In fact, the value of a retreat of this makeup is important enough that we are also considering other retreat options. Our history with the Kain’s adventure shows us that much business can be conducted, all barriers are removed, interaction flows freely and in the end, the benefits to company and individuals are significant. This year we will duplicate that effort with a trip to Tan Tar A.
For those of you who have made reservations and would like to come, we will fish, get together for an afternoon or evening to discuss OC business and might even host an OC destination.   We are looking to do this June 3-5, 2010 if we have a commitment from a minimum of six franchise owners by April 23rd.  
It appears to us though that trying to schedule a full blown convention again this year might not have an attendance that makes it worthwhile for our destinations, alliances and sponsors to come in mass as they have before. This will give those wanting to come out and get together with other OC franchise owners the opportunity and will allow another few months for many of our franchise owners to get back on their feet.  We also still have many inspection trips we need to fill so don’t think this means you don’t need to get the calendar out.  We look forward to seeing you somewhere this year.
Military Service
Outdoor Connection has been named a Military Friendly Franchise for 2010 by G.I. Jobs magazine.  A press release will be sent out next month but, we found out now so we wanted to share the news.  The honor comes to us for having a veteran friendly system with veterans currently as franchise owners.  We would like to compile a list of our franchise owners who have military experience under their belt so that we know exactly how many of our franchise owners have served in any of the branches of the military.  Please let us know if you have a military service background and if so which branch and what were your years of service.  Thank you for the help and obviously for your service.

Destinations of the Month

The OC Approved Destinations for the month of April are Plummer’s Lodges and Twin Hollows.  Any booking made to either of those destinations will bring the franchise owner a $100 commission bonus.
Top Sellers
The new standings for franchise of the year and rookie of the year are now posted on the agent’s site.
Franchise of the month for March - Larry Boll (WI)
Top Sellers for the month:
Ellenson / Calta (MN) - 2 whitetail hunters to K&K, 1 antelope hunter to Billingsley Ranch, 4 whitetail hunters to Pennington Creek, and 1 elk hunter to Bear Creek
Larry Boll (WI) - 5 elk hunters to John Winter, 4 fishermen to Eagle Nest, 3 fishermen to Great Alaska and 1 hunter on the Savage Encounters moose special
Bryan Wilmer (MN) - 2 whitetail hunters to K&K and 2 elk hunters to UU Bar
Powers / McCartney / Hammond (OH) - 4 elk hunters to Rockin H and 2 fishermen to Sprucewood
Johnny Wellman (IL) - 5 whitetail hunters to Kansas Trophy Outfitters and 1 hunter to Savage Encounters on the moose special
Jim Duberowski (MN) - 2 mule deer hunters to Desert Safaris and 2 fishermen to Deep South
Jim Hayes (TN) - 2 moose hunters on the Savage Encounters moose special
NRA Show
We are still looking for another franchise owner to work the OC booth at the NRA Annual Convention.  In 2010 the show will be held in Charlotte, North Carolina over the dates of May 14-16.  Outdoor Connection has a double booth (10X20) and has been present in this show for over 10 years.  Each year we invite the local franchise owner to join us however, this year, we won’t have that option as we currently do not have a franchise owner in Charlotte.  Ron Diersen (OC-KY) and Doug Canter (OC-KY) have both reserved a spot and at this point, we would like to offer the one remaining spot to work the OC booth at this show.  The cost to do so is $400 per franchise owner for the three day show.  If you are interested, please let me know as soon as possible to reserve your spot.  Last year, in Phoenix, the show drew over 63,000 people. 
 
OC to Host Parent / Child Hunt

Have a child or grandchild you want to introduce to big game hunting?  Maybe you have some clients who do if you don’t.  Well, here is your chance to make it happen.  Now that my daughter Raini has turned 13, I want to get her out each year on a hunt with me somewhere.  Obviously, I am looking at something that will get her excited and something that will fit both her time schedule with sports and my budget.  

This year, I have decided on antelope hunting with Tracy Weyer at Hidden Valley Outfitters in Montana.  Yes, we will have to draw tags, but they have had over 90% success rate the past few years so we are taking our chances.

Raini and I are hoping there are some other parent/child/grandchild combos out there who will want to join us.  We have reserved the dates of Oct 14-17, 2010 for our hunt.  We will arrive in Billings, MT on Thursday October 14.  We will hunt Friday, Saturday and Sunday until noon if need be before we depart that afternoon.  We have reserved all eight spots at the camp so we are looking for three more “teams” to join us in Montana.

Tracy and I wanted to do something special for this “Intro to Western Big Game” hunt to get some youngsters out antelope hunting.  Tracy has agreed to let us sell this trip for only $2,500 per “team”.  The commission will be 10% on the hunt and will all go to the franchise owner who sells the spots.  That’s right, we will not be keeping royalties on this one as our way of promoting this hunt to all of OC and for the kids.
Later today, Tracey will be sending out a flyer you can use for this trip.  I look forward to selling this trip out with a group of eight and introducing four hunters to big game hunting in Montana.  We would love to share this experience with a group of OC franchise owners and their kids/grandkids more than anything.  Remember, they are only around so long and if you are like me, the fact that the day they head out on their own is coming too soon, then you (and I) need to make time for these kinds of things while we still have the chance.
Reports and Openings
Message from Bruce Rowe (OC-WI):
Quick note on the Trip to HABITAT FLATS the week of March 8th.

I was truly a surprised to find a lodge that looked like a new shed on the outside to have all the comforts of home inside. The mud room is truly a great feature. Through the mud room is a great room that is set up to make an outdoor person very comfortable. Comfortable bedrooms and enough bathrooms so there wasn’t much waiting. The food was great and staff is very pleasant and always willing to help.  

This was my first time hunting out of a layout blind as well as the first time hunting Snow Geese. They tell me that the hunting wasn’t very good because of the weather but we did get some shooting and saw a tornado of geese overhead which really made the trip. The number of migratory birds that we saw on the trip was incredible, I don’t know if I have ever seen that many ducks and geese in such a short period of time.  The weather really did suck but we made the most of it and had a great time. I sure hope to try this hunt again and see if we can hit the migration when we can get more shooting. 

This is a short hunt in the spring and is well worth the time to try if you haven’t been to Habitat Flats.
------------
Message from Nebraska Trophy Birds n Bucks:
Marc - could let your agents know that we are in need of muzzleloader hunters for the Dec. 1-31. As of right now we have zero muzzleloader hunters, we need 6-10 of ‘em. Thanks!
Jim

------------
Message from Jeff Miller (OC-FL) regarding his experience with Fur and Feathers in Nebraska:

I have hunted with Jason.  He runs a great hunt out of Maxwell, Nebraska for whitetail and turkey. He has a few other camps for Mule Deer north of Maxwell. Does a great job, keeps his clients informed with a newsletter, has trail cameras all over and post pix online on his website.  He has picked up a few thousand more acres to add to his lease land holdings and is always looking for ways to improve his operation. His wife, Brittany is a hunter, a great hostess and a superb cook - all homemade cooking.  Hunters will not leave hungry.

He will make a great addition to the OC Family.

Jeff

Message from Frank Calta (OC-MN):

I just received my latest edition of "THE HUNTING REPORT".  This is the hunting industry's monthly newsletter. The feature article is a very positive review of DESERT SAFARIS. We should be all over this place.  Thanks.
Frank Calta

Keep up the good work.  Sales are still rolling along.  We know the times are still a bit different in the sales world.  Keep pushing – those of us left in the end will be that much stronger.
In the Outdoors,
Marc Glades
